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The Zombie Sagas, Part 3: ‘Avalanche on Bullshit Mountain’
(posted by Steven W. Baker / SteveB, Nov. 12, 2012)
“There were just too many damn Democrats,” —Brian Ries, Newsweek
In the final part of this post-election analysis, we look at what the GOP can do to recover from its epic losses—but I
don’t think they’re going to like the medicine that would cure them—THE TRUTH!
“The Republican Party Needs to Ditch Fox News If It Wants to Win” by Erik Kain, MotherJones
Nov. 7, 2012, (http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2012/11/why-republican-party-needs-ditch-happy-mealconservatism-if-they-want-win)

With President Obama's victory over Mitt Romney, many pundits are already engaging in clichéd talk of "soulsearching" for the GOP. What they mean by this phrase differs depending on who says it: Pundits on the left as well

as moderate, reform-oriented Republicans are claiming the party needs to move back to a pragmatist set of
policies; tea partiers and others on the right, talk radio, and Fox News are claiming that Mitt Romney, like John
McCain before him, was simply too moderate to win, and that only a true, principled conservative can lead the
charge to victory.
But what Republicans really need to learn from Romney's defeat is not that their candidate was too weak or too
moderate. They need to learn that their candidate was forced to adopt far more extreme policies than he previously
held due to a primary process that enslaves pragmatism and electability to a rigid ideology. And at the heart of this
rigid ideology is a conservative movement that's become the creature of the right-wing media.
Fox News is often described as little more than a mouthpiece for the Republican Party. Nothing could be further
from the truth. If anything, the reverse is the case, with the Republican Party serving as unwitting puppets of the
self-serving right-wing controversy machine. Fox News and the talk radio shock jocks across the country win
whether or not conservatives are in power; these purveyors of political entertainment thrive under a Democratic
president, perhaps even more so than under their preferred candidates. There's big money in controversy, and
controversy is what the Glenn Becks of the world do best.
At some point, Republicans will need to wake up to the current state of affairs and realize they're being held
hostage to a powerful, self-sustaining entertainment industry and that the interests of the party and the interests of
Fox News are not one and the same.
Indeed, the spinoffs of this conservative movement/media behemoth can be seen far and wide as bloggers like
Dean Chambers take up the mantle of "true conservatism" and begin telling Republicans only what they want to
hear—even if that means twisting the polling data beyond anything remotely recognizable as the truth.
Even the tea party was largely the result of a concerted effort on the part of conservative media to foment
dissatisfaction and resentment. Sure, this may have helped sweep the House to the right in 2010, but more
importantly it drove traffic to conservative websites and eyeballs to Fox News. And while Romney may have lost the
election last night, Fox is guaranteed a strong viewership through Obama's second term.
This is what conservative writer John Derbyshire described as far back as 2009 as "Happy Meal conservatism," a
lowbrow and ultimately harmful approach to rallying the conservative troops. "Reason has been overwhelmed by
propaganda," Derbyshire wrote at the time, "ideas by slogans." Happy Meal conservatism, he argued, is one of the
major contributors to this state of affairs.
It does so by routinely descending into the ad hominem—Feminazis instead of feminism—and catering to
reflex rather than thought. Where once conservatism had been about individualism, talk radio now rallies
the mob. "Revolt against the masses?" asked Jeffrey Hart. "Limbaugh is the masses."
Derbyshire trafficked in paranoid, lowbrow, and deeply racist tactics of his own, but his point remains intact
nonetheless. And while Derbyshire may have ultimately ignored his own advice, there are others on the right who
need to begin the process of distancing themselves from the right-wing media machine that's taken over their
movement.
Republicans need to wake up to their damaged brand, and then they need to follow the money. It doesn't take a
degree in economics to see how the shock jocks play their audiences. You don't have to listen to many Glenn Beck
tirades about going back to the gold standard and their accompanying advertisements about trading in your gold
jewelry for cash to see how cynical this act has become. But gold schemes are small potatoes compared to the
much larger con being played on the Republican Party.
The problem is one of revolving doors. Failure for Republican politicians doesn't always have to end in tears. Play to
the cameras well enough, and you might just land yourself a job at Fox News—that is, if you're not already lined up
with a cozy consulting job at a lobbying firm (something politicians across the spectrum are guilty of too often than
we'd care to admit.)

And so Happy Meal conservatism becomes as cyclical as it is cynical. It may bite the hands that feed it, but it shares
enough of the wealth to keep up appearances.
Meanwhile, conservatives continue to grow more and more dependent on a steady diet of this fast-food political
fare, further deepening the "politics of resentment," as libertarian writer Julian Sanchez describes it. Far from being
a coherent political philosophy, Sanchez argues that modern conservatism is a "farce currently performing under
that marquee [that's] an inferiority complex in political philosophy drag."
But why does this play so well on the right? Even admitting that all human beings have a penchant for the
controversial and that all good narrative is driven by conflict—contrived or otherwise—why has Fox News and Rush
Limbaugh and the rest of the right-wing bloviators become so enormously powerful?
Sanchez argues that it's a status grievance first and foremost. Conservatives feel under attack and have
"internalized the enemy's secular cosmopolitan value set and status hierarchy."
In other words, conservatives have begun to see the writing on the wall as demographics shift and they begin to
lose ground in the culture wars. Fox News is banking on this, capitalizing on the unspoken fears this may provoke,
and giving those fears voice. They didn't invent fire, they just learned how to stoke it and make sure that it
generates far more heat than light.
But as Sanchez points out, this is a doomed project:
Even if conservatives retook power, they wouldn't be able to provide a political solution to a psychological
problem, assuming they're not willing to go the Pol Pot route. At the same time, it signals a resignation to
impotence on the cultural front where the real conflict lies. It effectively says: We ceded to the bogeyman
cultural elites the power of stereotypical definition, so becoming the stereotype more fully and grotesquely
is our only means of empowerment.
What Republicans need to realize in the wake of their defeat is that it's not a means to empowerment, it's only a
means to one end: making conservative media buckets full of money, come rain or shine.

“Obama's Critics, Repudiated at Last” by LZ Granderson, CNN
Nov. 8, 2012, (http://us.cnn.com/2012/11/07/opinion/granderson-obama-reelection/index.html?hpt=po_r1)
"Take our country back."
Almost as soon as Barack Obama became president four years ago, we began hearing that phrase, as if black folks
had stolen the White House. Each time I see one of those "Take Our Country Back" signs on someone's lawn, I
want to knock on the door and ask, "from whom?"
From whom are you trying to take this country back?
But I don't, because I already know the answer.
It's the same answer to the question of why so many people still don't believe that President Obama was born in
the United States. Or why they continue to question his faith or why Donald Trump feels comfortable insulting the
office by promising his pocket change in exchange for Obama's college transcripts, as if the president is a stripper
desperate for singles.
He and his kind are so pathetic.
They don't just disagree with him. They disrespect him, because in their minds, he's not supposed to be there. He
got a handout. He's not a real American. Something about him ain't...quite...right.
So when he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, his critics spent more time discrediting the importance of the
award than congratulating him for winning it.
When unemployment fell under 8%, they accused the Obama administration of fixing the numbers.
When the president opted to campaign instead of surveying the damage caused by Hurricane Isaac sooner, he was
called selfish. When Obama left the campaign trail to survey the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy, former FEMA
Director Michael Brown criticized him for responding too quickly.
Nothing he did was good enough for them.
But on Tuesday, it was good enough for the majority of real Americans.
We watched then-congressman Pete Hoekstra call the stimulus package a failure and then show up for a
groundbreaking ceremony for a manufacturing plant made possible by the stimulus. We saw Texas Gov. Rick Perry
call the stimulus a waste during debates while quietly using stimulus money to balance his state's budget. Rep. Paul
Ryan, the supposed numbers man of the Republican Party, repeatedly called the stimulus a wasteful spending
spree, and then we found out he wrote letters asking for stimulus money in his district (PDF), because according to
him, it would "stimulate the local and area economy by creating new jobs."
It was hard for real Americans to take criticism of the Recovery Act seriously when those doing the criticizing were
busy talking out of both sides of their anti-Obama mouths.
And that's exactly what we've watched for much of four years: the president's critics being more focused on making
him look like a failure than on helping the country succeed.
Some call it politics.
I call it unpatriotic.

Either way, despite the disrespect and the disregard and the attempts to suppress votes or intimidate voters,
despite the misguided cry of "take our country back," Obama was re-elected because the majority of the American
people saw the truth.
You remember when Ryan stood up in front of nation during the Republican National Convention and blamed the
president for a plant closing in Janesville, Wisconsin? Yeah, turns out the closure was planned before Obama even
took office. The people in Janesville knew the truth, which is probably why more than 60% of the county it's in
voted for Obama.
There is no need to take this country back, because it hasn't gone anywhere ... except forward ... toward a more
perfect union where the "All-American look" is getting a little bit harder to define. That may make a lot of people
uncomfortable, but personal discomfort isn't a good enough reason to slight 25 consecutive months of job growth,
resurgent house prices and corporations seeing record profit. Every president since Theodore Roosevelt has talked
about reforming health care, and Obama is the one who got it done -- yet his critics say he's done nothing since
he's been in office.
Now, of course, there is still a lot of work ahead. We have a deficit to address, a fiscal cliff that is threatening
millions of jobs and a GDP that is limping. And the administration is going to make mistakes. Every administration
does.
But now that this election is finally over, maybe more Republicans will be willing to take a page from the book of
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie and give Obama some credit for the things he's done right. We can still challenge
the president's ideas without asking for his papers or spitting on our highest office.
When I think about where this country was four years ago -- with us losing hundreds of thousands of jobs a month,
engulfed in two wars and disliked by many of our allies -- I believe Obama has done a lot that's right.
And from the looks of his resounding re-election, the majority of real Americans feel the same way.
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Re: “Lincoln Only Won 39.8 Percent of the Popular Vote” (reply to SandyI,
FotM Newsletter #266)

And lots of people really hated him. Even my grandmother, bless her soul, thought there was another side to his
story. She had arguments—I can remember her making them when I was a kid—about how slavery was actually a
good thing. I'm glad times have changed.
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Art

Re: “Lincoln Only Won 39.8 Percent of the Popular Vote” (reply to SandyI,
FotM Newsletter #266)

Art

Quote: Charles Bukowski on Intelligent Doubt vs. Stupid Confidence

Great article. Thanks.
20121109-03
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I continue to be amazed by things like the cartoon. Republicans seem to live in a land of myths and yet they call
others who disagree with them stupid. The latest election and their stunned surprise at the outcome couldn't better
illustrate the point.
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Ron

Re: FotM Newsletter #266

Any Bama supporter with those tasteless comments is obviously not in the middle. Does the" left "ring a bell?
20121109-06
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SteveB

Re: FotM Newsletter #266 (reply to Ron, above)

Thanks for your tasteful comments.
According to the last election, which our Constitution still seems to mandate, I, personally, must be smack dab in
the middle.
I would love to continue this dialog with you, though. Every time we try to engage in reasoned discussions with the
far right, they always end up fizzling out, calling names, crying, and then running home with their marbles, never to
be heard from again. They simply can’t stand the light of the truth. Maybe you could do better?
I’m eternally hopeful…
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Re: FotM Newsletter #266 (reply to Ron, above) & “An Inside Look
Behind Romney's Loss: An Epic Failure of Its Orca Big-Data ‘App’” &
Video: “Frum: Republicans Lied to by 'Conservative Entertainment
Complex'”

Here’s one of my main points. This year, the GOP, for whatever reason, became the victim of multiple big lies.
They told so many lies, they no longer could recognize truth. They committed the cardinal sin of lying to
themselves.
Here’s an interesting article which shows a little bit of how the truth was stretched internally… I wonder if Mr.
R0mney would have run the country as poorly as he ran his campaign organization? It doesn’t seem like his famous
business experience was much help…
Now I hear this whopper: “GOP strategist Karl Rove went on Fox News today to argue that President Barack Obama
"succeeded by suppressing the vote" -- an argument that directly contradicts the conventional wisdom that
Romney failed to appeal to non-white and female voters.”
This can hardly be called getting at the truth… Lies are a handicap, and they proved to be so for the R0mney
campaign.
Below the article is a link to a very interesting video…I mean, all the misconceptions must have come from
somewhere…
“An Inside Look Behind Romney's Loss: An Epic Failure of Its Orca Big-Data ‘App’” by Preston Gralla,

Computerworld

Nov. 9, 2012, (http://blogs.computerworld.com/governmentindustries/21310/inside-look-behind-romneys-loss-epicfailure-its-orca-big-data-app)
Many things went wrong with Romney's campaign for president, but one of the biggest was the epic failure of the
campaign's big-data app for getting out the vote, called Orca. When the campaign needed it most, Orca was
beached.

Politico has an excellent summary of the problems it says that Orca had. Among them were that the Romney
campaign kept it secret and didn't beta-test it before it was rolled out on Election Day. That meant that the people
who it was designed for -- the thousands of volunteers across the country -- didn't have a chance to learn how to
use it before it was launched. And Orca kept crashing throughout the day.
The system was designed to identify likely Romney voters who had not yet voted on Election Day, and then get
them to vote. But it continually crashed and people didn't know how to use it. Here's what Politico has to say about
the consequences:
The numbers in the interface never moved, leaving officials in Boston and out in the states "flying blind" -- a
phrase used by several people. The workers on the ground didn't know what doors to knock on or what
efforts to make with which voter targets who had not yet turned out --- some efforts were made but they
were slow and more cumbersome. And the campaign officials also generally didn't know which precincts to
send auto-calls into to try to boost turnout -- especially in precincts in Ohio, where there is no party
affiliation in the general election. Instead of targeted information, all they really had to work with was the
generic raw vote tallies in various counties.
There's an even more damning inside account by John Ekdahl at Ace of Spades, who was involved as a volunteer.
He says that he had worries about the system from the beginning:
"Working primarily as a web developer, I had some serious questions. Things like 'Has this been stress
tested?', 'Is there redundancy in place?' and 'What steps have been taken to combat a coordinated DDOS
attack or the like?', among others. These types of questions were brushed aside (truth be told, they never
took one of my questions). They assured us that the system had been relentlessly tested and would be a
tremendous success."
Things went downhill from there, by his account. He said, for example, that people were told that Orca was an
"app," and so people tried to find it to download it to their smartphones. In fact, though, it was a website. This
caused a great deal of confusion among the people who were going to use it:
"For starters, this was billed as an 'app' when it was actually a mobile-optimized website (or "web app"). For
days I saw people on Twitter saying they couldn't find the app on the Android Market or iTunes and couldn't
download it. Well, that's because it didn't exist. It was a website. This created a ton of confusion. Not to
mention that they didn't even turn it on' until 6AM in the morning [on election day], so people couldn't
properly familiarize themselves with how it worked on their personal phone beforehand."
His conclusion is an especially bitter one:
"So, the end result was that 30,000+ of the most active and fired-up volunteers were wandering around
confused and frustrated when they could have been doing anything else to help. Like driving people to the
polls, phone-banking, walking door-to-door, etc. We lost by fairly small margins in Florida, Virginia, Ohio and
Colorado. If this had worked could it have closed the gap? I sure hope not for my sanity's sake.
"The bitter irony of this entire endeavor was that a supposedly small government candidate gutted the local
structure of GOTV efforts in favor of a centralized, faceless organization in a far off place (in this case, their
Boston headquarters). Wrap your head around that."
No matter your politics -- whether you're a Romey supporter or Obama supporter -- you should read the Ace of
Spades account as a cautionary tale about how not to deploy a big-data app in politics or business:
http://ace.mu.nu/archives/334783.php.
(Preston Gralla is a contributing editor for Computerworld and author of more than 40 books, including Windows 8
Hacks and How the Internet Works.)
Video: “Frum: Republicans Lied to by 'Conservative Entertainment Complex'” by Dylan Byers, Politico

Nov. 9, 2012, (http://www.politico.com/blogs/media/2012/11/frum-republicans-lied-to-by-conservativeentertainment-149120.html?hp=r13)
Conservative columnist David Frum argues that "Republicans have been fleeced and exploited and lied to by
a conservative entertainment complex."
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Re: FotM Newsletter #266 (reply to SteveB, above)

It’s a good thing Obama had Bill Clinton to save his butt. Oh, by the way "I never had sex with that woman"
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SteveB

Re: FotM Newsletter #266 (reply to Ron, above)

Ya, too bad R0mney didn’t have Pres. Bush to save his! ;-)
Hope you have a great Veteran’s Day weekend!
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Photo: Today’s Seafood Lunch at Apple

Late this morning, I received an unexpected response to my remorse at having missed the scallop dish yesterday.
Some remained, so there would be a dozen or so scallop plates available today, not on the menu, first come, first
served: be early.
I was.
I arrived at the Bistro line at approximately 11:30:03, but no scallops were to be seen. I greeted Chef Kellie
happily, and in response to her query alluded to this special scallop surprise. They weren't quite ready yet, so I had
a moment to survey the other offerings. The Coq au Vin was lovely and looked wine-saturated and ready to
These scallops (as you can see below) might have been called the "Boston Stranglers" instead of just "Boston
scallops", when listed yesterday. Easily an inch and a half thick and over two inches across, these little monsters
were a credit to the species: each whole, fresh, unsullied, vibrantly healthy adductor muscle of the whatever-it-is
bivalve was caramelized to a rich golden brown, wee crispy across the top, seasoned lightly and with a hint of
ocean saltiness, translucent but on the edge of opacity in the interior, moist, tender, mild... yum. Chef Alex' smooth
fluffy carrot puree underneath was brilliant vivid orange velvet, smoothly rich with cream, with a sweet hint of
butter and a tang of what I suspect was yuzu, a small Japanese citrus fruit. The vegetable component included
sweet, smooth parsnip chunks, roasted just enough to make them smooth and creamy near the surface, with an
interior density that preserved the fresh taste nicely; fresh fingerling potato halves, a single golden caramelized
sweet flat Italian-named (I cannot remember: ciappino?) onion, and quartered mushrooms sauteed somehow to a
fresh, yielding firmness without even a hint of sogginess at the surface. How is this done? It elevates a
mushroom!
I love arugula, so the generous dollop of fresh greens across the the top was a perfect flavor and color accent. (I
never did find out how this was dressed.) As there were a few remaining scallops when I finished my lunch, I
grabbed a second plate for my darling wife as I left.
(Urrp!) I ate it all:

Monster Scallops
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SteveG

“General David Petraeus: Soldier, Scholar, Statesman”

Early resignation…
“General David Petraeus: Soldier, Scholar, Statesman” by Robert Burns, AP
Nov. 10, 2012, (http://news.msn.com/politics/cia-gen-david-petraeus-resigns)
(Petraeus submitted his resignation due to an extramarital affair with his biographer Paula Broadwell, according to
several U.S. officials with knowledge of the situation.)
(WASHINGTON) At the close of his time commanding U.S. forces in Iraq, at the height of a legendary military
career, Gen. David Petraeus was lauded by his boss, then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates, as "one of our nation's
great battle captains."
The depth of admiration for Petraeus' decades of accomplishment in uniform make it all the more remarkable that
barely a year after retiring to head the CIA he resigned in disgrace over an extramarital affair.
Often talked about as a potential Republican presidential candidate in the mold of another popular war hero, Dwight
D. Eisenhower, Petraeus built a reputation during 37 years in the Army as a skilled and personable leader with a
penchant for publicity.
An ambitious soldier whose childhood nickname was "Peaches," he rose quickly through the ranks after graduating
from the West Point military academy in 1974.
Shrewd, articulate, competitive — Petraeus built an exceptional record of accomplishment in the Army.

He retired from the Army to become CIA director in the summer of 2011, shortly after completing 13 months as the
top commander of U.S. and coalition forces in Afghanistan.
He famously remarked as U.S. forces conquered Baghdad in April 2003 only to face an unforeseen insurgency: "Tell
me how this ends." As applied to the brief Washington chapter of his career, few could have foreseen this ending.
He sent a letter to President Barack Obama on Thursday asking that he be allowed to resign, and Obama on Friday
said yes.
The "extremely poor judgment" that Petraeus said he exercised stands in sharp contrast to the resume of discipline,
dedication, leadership and intellectual firepower that he built during an Army career in which he commanded
soldiers at every level.
He earned a master's degree in public affairs in 1985 and a doctorate in international relations in 1987 — both at
Princeton University. When the campus newspaper, The Daily Princetonian, reported two months ago that Petraeus
might be interested in becoming the university's president, he issued a statement in which he did not deny interest
but said, "I am living the dream here at CIA."
Petraeus, 60, and his wife, Holly, have two children: a daughter, Anne, and a son, Stephen, who led an infantry
platoon in Afghanistan as an Army lieutenant. He and Holly were married in July 1974 in the chapel on the West
Point campus.
Petraeus' career was not without its bumps. He survived an M-16 round to the chest during a training exercise at
Fort Campbell, Ky., in 1991. After his recovery, Petraeus rose through the ranks in a series of assignments that
included executive assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Gen. Hugh Shelton, plus stints in Haiti and Bosnia.
In 2000, he shattered his pelvis when his parachute collapsed during a free-fall jump. He was known in his middle
age to challenge soldiers half his age to pushup contests — and he would win.
During the invasion of Iraq in 2003, he led the 101st Airborne Division across the desert and won acclaim for
stabilizing a sector of northern Iraq that later became a stronghold of al-Qaida's Iraq affiliate. Within one year,
freshly promoted to three-star general, he positioned himself as an expert on the complexities of modern warfare
and was put in charge of training the new Iraqi army. In July 2004, he graced the cover of Newsweek magazine,
posing in front of a Black Hawk helicopter with the caption, "Can this man save Iraq?"
In early 2007 Petraeus was sent back to Iraq once again, this time to execute President George W. Bush's "surge"
of forces at a time when many in Washington and beyond believed the war had been tragically lost.
Petraeus became the administration's leading ambassador for the Iraq war's progress. He had a close relationship
with President George W. Bush and became known for his detailed PowerPoint presentations, burying lawmakers in
charts that tracked everything from troop deaths and roadside bombs to power generation and school construction.
In 2007, after he reported progress in the war effort — thumping legislative attempts by congressional Democrats
to force troops home — an anti-war group took out a full-page advertisement in the New York Times that coined a
new nickname for Petraeus — "General Betray Us" — and blamed him for "cooking the books for the White House."
But by most accounts, Petraeus' strategy worked for the time being and he was hailed a hero who paved the way
for the eventual U.S. exit from Iraq.
When Petraeus took his next assignment, as head of U.S. Central Command, in October 2008, Gates called him the
do-it-all general, "the pre-eminent soldier-scholar-statesman of his generation."

20121110-03

09:11

Pam

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (to Art, re. SteveG, FotM Newsletter
#266)

Art, what's your take on this? Would you think me a traitor if I said I think the General's private life is nobody else's
business? Clinton got away with far more egregious behavior, and he kept his job. There's a painful story behind
all this, and I think we should all give this man the benefit of the doubt. If he'd sold secrets to the Russians, that
would be a different matter. But he broke no laws and I feel sure he didn't undertake this affair lightly. And don't
say I have laissez faire morals, because I don't.
20121110-07

14:37

Bill

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Pam, above)

Remember Keeler-Profumo?
20121110-08

14:49

Dennis

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Bill, above)

Remember Dwight D. Eisenhower and Kay Summersby during WWII? Didn't hurt Ike's political career.
20121110-12

15:39

Pam

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Dennis, above)

I don't think LBJ was a paragon of virtue either. Or FDR. Or JFK. It would seem that the more tolerant we
become in one area--gay marriage, for example--we go all icky-gooey in another. I wish we could just treat all
grown ups like grown ups. If people mess up, why does it have to be a matter for anyone beyond those directly
involved?
20121110-15

16:36

Bill

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Dennis, above)

Christine Keeler was shacking with the Soviet military attaché—if I remember correctly—whereas Kay Summersby
wasn’t. I happen to think Petraeus is extremely capable, but he made a mistake and admitted it. (Of course, we
wouldn’t find members of Congress doing so.)
20121110-09

15:11

SteveG

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to all, above)

Didn’t hurt JFK or FDR.
20121110-11

15:36

Pam

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Bill, above)

Indeed I do remember the Profumo affair, but wasn't there at least one Russian agent involved? I don't believe
anything like that is the case with Petraeus.
20121110-16

16:40

Bill

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Pam, above)

We don’t know yet. Something tripped the alarm, causing his resignation. I also doubt he compromised security,
but who knows?
20121110-18

17:05

Pam

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Bill, above)

Yeah, I was wondering who ratted him out.

20121110-19

17:14

SteveG

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Pam, above)

There is a report in Patreus’s instance there was an investigation into his biographer who was trying to get access
to his emails – she was the affair lady too.
20121110-13

16:16

Art

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Pam, above)

Sorry to be so late getting in to this and I see there has been a lot of discussion already. I can only say that the
military, especially the Army, tends to look at adultery a little different than the civilian world. It is a court martial
offense in the UCMJ and we tend to follow through. Yes, there have been cases of the good ol boy network and
people do get away with it, but if it does come to light, particularly as a senior officer, you're toast. There is an
additional factor here in that the young lady involved was a junior reserve officer and that adds and extra
dimension, fraternization. When I was younger and we were just beginning to bring large numbers of women into
the more traditional combats arms areas (they are still not allowed in combat arms assignments, but Signal, MPs etc
makes it a pretty moot point, it was the primary cause of the relief of battalion commanders.
So, I think GEN Petraeus followed the only path open to him. I know elected officials have gotten away with it for
years, but we hold ourselves to much higher standards.
As a slightly amusing aside, we are just now getting serious about planning our VII Corps 22nd Desert Storm
Anniversary Dinner. GEN Franks our Corps commander sent me an e-mail about a week ago asking me what I
thought of Petraeus as our dinner speaker. (We've had Bush I, Cheney in the past and recently GEN Martin
Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs - so we get some pretty big names) I replied I thought it would be great,
if we could get him. Well now I'm tempted to write back, "Well the good news is he will probably be available, but
the bad news is................. So far I'm resisting sending that e-mail.
20121110-14

16:25

Pam

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to Art, above)

Thanks, Art. I didn't realize the ethos of the military precluded extra-marital affairs. I hate to see people ruined for
being human. But that's just me. I wonder who you'll get as a speaker now. It all seems very sad to me. I'm sure
P. and wife are in agony about this.
20121110-17

16:48

Bill

Re: “General David Petraeus…” (reply to SteveG, above)

In FDR’s era, there was a different ethos. JFK did come close to trouble with the woman who was also hanging
around Sam Giancana.

20121109-10

19:21

Art

Graphic: How the Best & Worst Educated States Voted

Another one for Tom and his little cartoon [in FotM Newsletter #266]:

20121110-01

07:27

MarthaH

“Mom Names Twins after Obama, Romney (Mitt Was No. 2)”

“Mom Names Twins after Obama, Romney (Mitt Was No. 2)” by Thomas Mukoya, Reuters/NBC News
Nov. 9, 2012, (http://todayonthetrail.today.com/_news/2012/11/09/15052156-mom-names-twins-after-obamaromney-mitt-was-no-2?lite)
The election has triggered a new generation of Barack Obamas and one Mitt Romney, with parents in Kenya naming
their newborns after the newly re-elected president and his defeated rival, Mitt Romney.
At the Nyanza Provincial General Hospital in Kisumu, western Kenya, Obama’s ancestral homeland, several mothers
named their babies after the first African-American president and Romney, just hours after the official
announcement that Obama had been re-elected.
Millicent Awuor, 20, named her newly born twins Barack Obama and Mitt Romney.
"I gave birth to twins, and I decided to name them after Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. I named the first twin
Barack and the second one Mitt just the way Obama and Romney performed in the US election," said Awuor, a
housewife.
Another mother, Monica Akinyi, said she wanted her baby to grow up to have the same successful traits as Obama.
"I decided to name my child Barack Obama after the president of the U.S. because of his achievements and the
developments he has brought here," said Akinyi.
Obama has been elevated to rock star status in the east African nation, which named a beer, "president," after him
during the 2008 elections. Before he became president, there was a "senator" beer in his honor.
Obama, who was born in Hawaii to a white mother from Kansas and a Kenyan father, is idolized by many Africans
in much the way the Irish revered President John F. Kennedy in the 1960s — as one of their own who succeeded
beyond their wildest dreams.

Eucabeth, a nurse at Nyanza general hospital, said most parents from that region prefer naming their children after
people around the world, and that it was not surprising to see them naming their children Mitt Romney.
"Traditionally we find mothers naming their babies after famous people, because even in 2008, during the election
year some babies were named Barack, [and] others were named Joe Biden. So you find they tend to pick after
people who are in high positions in society," said Eucabeth.
The name Barack means “blessed,” while Obama was the given name of the president’s great-grandfather, which
then became his grandfather's surname.
20121110-02
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MarthaH

Cartoons: Truths

20121110-04

09:15

Pam

Re: Cartoons: Truths (reply to MarthaH, above)

Terrific! Why IS old Lou Dobbs so concerned about whites being a minority? Will we ever get beyond this kind of
thinking as a species? Almost certainly not, but we can still try.
20121110-05

10:19

Art

13:16

SteveG

Re: Cartoons: Truths (reply to MarthaH, above)

Perfect!

20121110-06

Re: “To the Citizens of the United States of America from Her Sovereign
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II” (reply to Dennis, FotM Newsletter #265)

The Brits do have a sense of humor after all.

20121110-10

15:33

Pam

Re: “To the Citizens of the United States of America from Her Sovereign
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II” (reply to Dennis, FotM Newsletter #265)

I LOVE this!!

20121111-01

00:15

SteveG

“Vigo County, Indiana, Is Almost Always Right at Picking the President.
Here's Why.”

“Vigo County, Indiana, Is Almost Always Right at Picking the President. Here's Why.” by Robert King, Indianapolis

Star

Nov. 10, 2012, (http://www.indystar.com/article/20121110/NEWS05/211100331/Vigo-County-Indiana-almostalways-right-picking-president-Here-s-why-?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|IndyStar.com)
(Since 1892, one Indiana county has voted for a losing presidential candidate just twice. Its winning streak is now
56 years.)
Terre Haute Mayor Duke Bennett is a Republican in a Democratic county. He says the key to Vigo's bellwether
success is common sense and an aversion to extremism. The county's pragmatism goes back to its founder, Francis
Vigo, pictured on the mural. Vigo was born in Italy, served the Spanish, traded with the French and the Indians,
and served the Americans during the Revolution. / (Robert King/The Star)
(TERRE HAUTE, Indiana) There's the theory that folks here in Vigo County never sway too far from the center.
There's the theory that Vigo, with its farms and colleges, its manufacturers and unions, its coal miners and federal
employees, is all of America wrapped up in 410 square miles straddling the Wabash River.
And there's the theory that people here in Vigo -- a Democratic stronghold in a Republican state -- are more willing
than most to look beyond party label when picking presidents.
What's indisputable is this:
They sure know how to pick 'em.
Beginning in 1956 -- 15 presidential elections and counting, from Eisenhower to Obama -- the voters in Vigo have
selected the winner.

This time it was close -- Obama won by a mere 339 votes here, or less than 1 percent. Close, but correct. Again.
The streak has grown so ridiculous that it makes one wonder why the candidates don't set up headquarters in
Downtown Terre Haute, stage their debates at Indiana State University and forget about crisscrossing the country
in search of swing state independents.
"It's kind of a microcosm of the country," said Don Nattkemper, a local attorney and former Republican Party
chairman. "You can find a little bit of everything in Terre Haute."
That's hard to argue.
Vigo is home to the federal penitentiary where Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh was executed. And it's
home to the motherhouse of the Sisters of Providence, a group of nuns that has held prayer vigils to try to stave off
executions. It is home to people who commute to nearby coal mines and professors who teach at one of five local
colleges -- Indiana State, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Harrison College and a
campus of Ivy Tech.
Heading into this election, TV pundits and media scribes drew circles on digital maps around what they deemed key
bellwether counties -- Arapahoe County (suburban Denver) in Colorado, Hamilton County (Cincinnati) in Ohio,
Hillsborough County (Tampa) in Florida.
They might just as well have put a giant target on Vigo. Those other counties might be strong swing-state
bellwethers but they don't have Vigo's staying power. The Star didn't come across any other county with such a
long winning streak Bexar County (San Antonio), Texas and Hidalgo County, N.M., have been perfect since 1972).
Vigo, though, is more than streaky good. Going all the way back to 1892, the county has picked the wrong guy only
twice -- Stevenson in '52 and William Jennings Bryan in 1908.
Not surprisingly, people here are proud of their ability to sort the winners from the losers and the most treasured
civic virtue seems to be common sense.
No "radical ways"
That's evident at the city's signature intersection -- 7th Street and Wabash Avenue.
It is here, surrounded by a bank, a café, a hotel and a school board office that you can find the original crossroads
of America -- the intersection of U.S. 40, the Old National Road that ran from coast to coast, and U.S. 41, once the
main artery from Chicago to Florida.
"We're in the heart of the Midwest and we have that Midwest attitude and I don't think we've changed," said
Joanne Andree, 77, after finishing lunch with friends at the Crossroads Café, near the intersection. "We don't do
things in radical ways."
"I guess it's because, if anything, we're pretty well mainstream. I don't think there are extremists (here)," said
Brenda Milliren, 70, and one of Andree's friends in their "lunch bunch," which convenes monthly.
"Middle of the road would perhaps be a term that could apply."
That jibes with the local political landscape.
Vigo is a Democratic county, but even local Republicans say the Democrats here are more conservative than their
brethren elsewhere across the country.
Still, there's something uncanny about Vigo's ability to sway back and forth, the same county voting for what seems
like American history's polar opposites -- Obama and George W. Bush; Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter; Richard
Nixon and John F. Kennedy.

State Sen. Tim Skinner, a Democrat, is at a loss to explain the phenomenon." I wish I knew, honestly," he said.
The streak goes back to 1956, when Vigo went for President Dwight Eisenhower when he was up for re-election.
Four years earlier, the county dissed Ike for Adlai Stevenson. It hasn't been wrong since.
Duke Bennett, the Republican mayor of Terre Haute, wondered if this election might end the streak. He said nobody
was talking much about the election around town. There were few signs up for Obama or Mitt Romney, even
among the diehard partisans.
As the national returns began to look good for Obama, Bennett called up the Vigo County results on his computer
and saw that the local returns were heading that way too.
"Well," he said to himself, "that tells you all you need to know."
A short while later, the networks -- sizing up the early totals, the exit polls and the votes still out -- called it for
Obama. They might have figured it out sooner, as Bennett did.
All they needed to do was just check results from Vigo County.
[Vigo County, Indiana (God’s Country) is pretty cool! –SteveB]
20121111-02

08:04

MarthaH

“Hispanics to Obama: We Helped You, Now You Help Us”

We won!
When our yard needed tending because of Larry's broken leg, Wilson Martinez graciously stepped in. He is from
Latin America and works nights at DPU. We have gotten to know him better, up from waving when he worked for
neighbors. Friday he came, so I --the political science major--asked if he voted. He lit up and said, "We won!" I
replied "Yes, WE did!" It was the same joy, but with very different backgrounds. I am confident he is a fine citizen,
and I am happy for him, too.
Here's an article that attracted me on several levels:
“Hispanics to Obama: We Helped You, Now You Help Us” by James Eng, NBC News
Nov. 9, 2012, (http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/11/09/15029245-hispanics-to-obama-we-helped-you-nowyou-help-us?lite)
Hispanic voters, who were instrumental in putting Barack Obama back in the White House, now hope the president
will work diligently in his second term to cross some big to-dos off their legislative wish list: jobs, affordable
education, health care access and immigration reform.
Hispanic voters, who were instrumental in putting Barack Obama back in the White House, now hope the president
will work diligently in his second term to cross some big to-dos off their legislative wish list: jobs, affordable
education, health care access and immigration reform.
Hispanics voted for Obama over Mitt Romney by a resounding 71 percent to 27 percent and may have put him over
the top in several key swing states. The total number of potential Hispanic voters this year reached a record 23.7
million – up about 80 percent since 2000 – and Hispanics now compose about 10 percent of the total electorate,
according to the Pew Hispanic Center.

“The Latino electorate arrived Tuesday, there’s no question about it,” said Rafael Collazo, director of political
campaigns for the National Council of La Raza. The organization, which bills itself as the largest national Hispanic
civil rights and advocacy organization in the United States, says it helped register more than 90,000 new Hispanic
voters this year.
“States like Florida, Colorado, Nevada, Pennsylvania, even Ohio -- the Latino vote was a net gain for the preferred
candidate and was the deciding factor or at least very, very close to being the decisive factor,” Collazo told NBC
News.
"The Latino giant is wide awake, cranky and is taking names,” labor leader Eliseo Medina, of the Service Employees
International Union, told NBC Latino.
With the election behind them, Hispanics now want Obama and Congress to work on issues identified in surveys as
their priorities – more jobs, affordable health care, access to higher education and immigration reform.
GOP faces immigration fight after election
The latter issue has been more important for Hispanics than for other U.S. voters, said Mark Hugo Lopez, associate
director of the Pew Hispanic Center, a nonpartisan research organization.
Hispanic support for Obama was high even before he announced in June that the government will stop deporting,
and begin granting work permits to, some undocumented immigrants who entered the U.S. as children.
“However, when it comes to asking Hispanics which party is more concerned for the Hispanic community, after the
deferred action program was announced the (Democratic) share went from 45 to 61 percent – the highest we’ve
measured in Pew Hispanic surveys in 10 years,” Lopez said.
“In his acceptance speech, Obama mentioned that comprehensive immigration reform was something that needed
to be addressed, and we’re going to hold him to that,” Collazo told NBC News.
The day after the election, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid promised to introduce an immigration reform package
next year. He said if Republicans block the legislation, they would do so "at their peril."
Al Cardenas, chairman of the American Conservative Union and former chairman of the Republican Party in Florida,
agreed that the immigration debate has been detrimental for the GOP.
“Across the board generationally and demographically, the immigration issue has become a wedge issue … because
it’s become a litmus test of respect and caring in that community,” Cardenas said. “My advice for conservatives and
the party as a whole is to get bipartisan immigration reform done in next 100 to 200 days.”
A survey of Hispanic voters by the firm Latino Decisions found that Hispanics pushed Obama over the top in
Colorado, Florida and Nevada, swing states where they turned out in unusually high numbers.
Cardenas said the GOP can’t pay short shrift to minority groups if it wants to put a Republican in the White House.
“The so-called mainstream vote is no longer sufficient,” he said. “The coalition of all of these minority votes is a
priority in these elections today. The Hispanic vote is the most numerically significant of all of these groups. We
need to develop a precise, aggressive, winning political game plan to address that community.”
The Hispanic community is a diverse one, according to the Pew Center's Lopez:
• Country of origin: Among eligible Hispanic voters, 58 percent are Mexican Americans, 14 percent are
Puerto Ricans, and 6 percent are Cubans. (The remainder are from Central and South America). Historically,
Cubans have supported Republican candidates more than other Hispanic groups; in Florida this year, 49
percent of Cubans went for Obama and 47 percent for Romney.

• Youth: People ages 18-29 make up about a third of all eligible Hispanic voters, but just 20 percent of all
general voters.
• Naturalized U.S. citizens: Among Hispanic eligible voters, 25 percent are immigrants who are naturalized.
But among whites, only 3 percent are naturalized U.S. citizens.
Callazo said that despite this diversity, Hispanics displayed a rather consistent, Democratic-leaning voting pattern
across many states.
“The numbers of how Latinos voted in Arizona compared to Ohio and Colorado were fairly close,” Callazo said.
“Yes, there are differences and nuances … but if you look at the polling and all the anecdotal work and the outreach
we’ve done over the years, the core issues are very, very similar," he added. "At end of day, Latino voters are
voting for the candidate they feel will best reflect their values."

20121111-03

10:05

SteveB

Re: “Hispanics to Obama: We Helped You, Now You Help Us” (reply to
MarthaH, above)

A wonderful story, Martha! Sorry to hear about Larry’s broken leg! How did he do that? How’s it going?
And, for anyone who dreads more Latinos in the U.S. (or Puerto Rico becoming a state), take a listen and look at
these (ah, Salsa and the “forbidden” dance!):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Nx8URjepjo.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcEdIaYIzaA.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkFOSZ00Pn4.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgjCpAnzhP0.
It looks like we won and that we’ll continue to win (with these kinds of immigrants), even if we lose some elections!
Welcome, my talented brothers and sisters (hopefully, legally!)!

20121111-04

10:45

MarthaH

Re: “Hispanics to Obama: We Helped You, Now You Help Us” (reply to
SteveB, above)

Damp step, slick shoe, BOOM on 4 Oct. Monumental day on Tuesday when he can remove the tall boot to walk
around the house...back in two more weeks to possibly eliminate it, but not the long-term swelling...at 74, I think it
will take him all winter to bounce back. The good news is that he can see I can do "it"—well, MOST of it. I won't do
ladders above two rungs, and I can't carry things like I used to...or start the mower. Hence: Wilson in our lives, the
blessing! Let's see...Carl Rove or Wilson Martinez. NO CONTEST...
How is 72,000 a close win for Obama with the 2000 "margin" for Bush? Florida needs me to get their system lined
out. HA
Having a spring weekend...before the fall…
...and now to convince the doubters on global warming...and get the ideologues to admit it and stop denial.
Hopefully.

20121111-05

11:41

SteveB

Re: “Hispanics to Obama: We Helped You, Now You Help Us” (reply to
MarthaH, above)

I wish Larry the best!
The sidewalks here in Santa Cruz are famous for their hazards—holes, things sticking up to trip you, slick tiles,
doggie doodoo, big tree roots, you name it. I’ve fallen badly a half dozen times, but have always been lucky,
though I sometimes got up bloody. Once, I came out of my condo building after a rain. The next thing I knew, I
was lying flat on my back looking up at the sky. It happened in about a tenth of a second, I swear. I landed very
hard, but was so lucky because I must have landed on my whole body simultaneously, which distributed the force
of the fall, even on the back of my stupid head—didn’t even have a scratch or, later, any headache.
I’m afraid, one of these times, I’m not going to be so lucky, but I love walking and will keep taking plenty of
calcium!
I know what you mean about Wilson. We love our gardener, maid, and handyman like family! They are the
sweetest of people and I am lucky to know them.
Global warming is starting to piss me off! Well…actually, almost ever since I first went to Chicago as a kid and we
had to drive through the smog and yellow sky that was Lake County, Indiana, I’ve fought and yearned for a better
way to live. It’s really all part of the same struggle against greed. I know you know.
20121111-06

14:10

SteveB

“Bill Kristol: 'It Won't Kill The Country If We Raise Taxes' On Millionaires”

After all the crying, griping, bitching, yelling, and screaming about raising taxes on billionaires…I find this hilarious!
Republicans are finally going to listen to the will of the people? Republicans are going to accept the Constitution?
Personally, I’m afraid of their “tax code simplification” for working Americans.
“Bill Kristol: 'It Won't Kill The Country If We Raise Taxes' On Millionaires” by Elise Foley, Huffington Post
Nov. 11, 2012, (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/11/bill-kristol-taxesmillionaires_n_2113671.html?utm_hp_ref=politics)
(WASHINGTON) Conservative commentator and Weekly Standard editor Bill Kristol said Sunday the Republican
Party should accept new ideas, including the much-criticized suggestion by Democrats that taxes be allowed to go
up on the wealthy.
"It won't kill the country if we raise taxes a little bit on millionaires," he said on "Fox News Sunday." "It really won't,
I don't think. I don't really understand why Republicans don't take Obama's offer."
"Really? The Republican Party is going to fall on its sword to defend a bunch of millionaires, half of whom voted
Democratic and half of whom live in Hollywood and are hostile?" he asked.
One of the biggest fights as Congress returns will be over taxes, as cuts put in place by former President George W.
Bush are set to expire at the end of the year. Republicans want to extend those tax cuts for all income brackets,
while Democrats want to raise revenue by allowing them to expire for wealthy Americans.
Exit polls last week found that six in ten voters supported ending the tax cuts on the wealthy, but House
Republicans have remained adamantly opposed to allowing any of the rates to expire, instead supporting other
changes to the tax code. House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) indicated on Friday that was unlikely to change.

"By lowering rates and cleaning up the tax code, we know that we're going to get more economic growth," he said
at a press conference. "It'll bring jobs back to America. It'll bring more revenue. We also know that if we clean up
the code and make it simpler, the tax code will be more efficient. The current code only collects about 85 percent of
what's due the government. And it's clear that if you have a simpler, cleaner, fairer tax code, that efficiency -- the
effectiveness and efficiency of the tax code increases exponentially."
20121111-07
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Book: America, But Better: The Canada Party Manifesto

SteveG

Looks like a good book…
Paperback: America, But Better: The Canada Party Manifesto, by Chris Cannon and Chris Cannon, Douglas &
McIntyre, 2012
(http://www.amazon.com/America-But-Better-Canada-Manifesto/dp/1771000627/ref=cm_cr_pr_product_top)
As the American election increasingly resembles a production of CATS performed by actual cats, U.S. citizens are
looking for a new leader. That leader is Canada, and they want your vote for president of the United States.
Since launching their viral video campaign in January, the Canada Party has been covered around the world,
including CNN, BBC, the Huffington Post, and German State Television. America, but Better: the Canada Party
Manifesto, balances the doctrine of American exceptionalism with a dose of Canadian humility and common sense
to secure Canada as the new leader of the free world, by proxy.
Their promises: One gay couple will be allowed to marry for every straight couple that gets divorced. The phrase
"job creators" will be changed to "job creationists," and they will be given seven days to actually create some.
Corporations will still be people, but if they can't provide a birth certificate they will be legally obligated to care for
your lawn. Corners will be installed in the Oval Office, and timeouts given to congressmen who can't play nice.
Devoted to restoring America to its former glory, the Canada Party will soon have the whole world chanting, "Yes
We Canada."

20121111-08
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Pam

Re: Book: America, But Better: The Canada Party Manifesto (reply to
SteveG, above)

I LOVE Canada. It is the greatest country I have had experience with, and but for the climate, it's just terrific!
20121111-09
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SteveG

“The BIG Donors”

“The BIG Donors” by CNN Election Center
November, 2012, (http://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2012/10/politics/big-donors/index.html?hpt=hp_c1)
More than $4 billion: That's how much experts anticipate have been spent trying to win your vote. It's the most
expensive election in U.S. history. With the Supreme Court ruling on Citizens United in 2010, the floodgates opened,
allowing outside groups to spend record amounts: more than $970 million for this election cycle alone. Who exactly
spent this kind of money may surprise you. Election spending doesn't just come from hedge-fund managers and
people with big family fortunes anymore. It's an eclectic group: a 21-year-old college student is spending his
inheritance on his own conservative super PAC, a man with a species of monkey named for him, an expert in
heirloom plants, a speech recognition expert who spends his free time playing with model trains in his basement.
Check out these fascinating people and the nonprofits that placed a big bet on this election.
Continue reading at CNN…
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Marci

Cool Photos #4 (The Stunning Glass-Winged Butterfly)
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Tom

There, I Fixed It! #4 (The Mobile Throne)
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GaryF

20121111-13
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MarthaH

Photo: Trust Me, I’m an Engineer… #4 (Quick Draw Slipper)

Cartoon: Comic Relief #4
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SteveB

Photo: Lambada: Set the Night on Fire

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sX7uY2Zt3mU

—Friends of the Middle,
Steven W. Baker (SteveB), Editor/Moderator
You can subscribe to this free, no-obligation, daily Newsletter filled with lively, intelligent discussion centered on
politics and government, but ranging to anything members feel is important, interesting, or entertaining. To
subscribe, use the form on our website or blog, or simply reply to this email with “Yes” or “Start” in the Subject line,
then add our email address (below) to your Contacts or Safe list. To opt-out, reply with “No” or “Stop” in the
subject line.

Welcome to all our new members who may be here for the first time. We want to hear from YOU! To submit your
comment, you can use the form on our website or blog, or reply to this email with your two cents worth. Be sure to
sign with your desired user name.
Your email address will always be kept strictly confidential.
Feel free to forward this Newsletter to anyone you know on the Right or the Left, though your motives might be
different in each case. Regardless, PASS IT ON! Help keep your friends and acquaintances informed and thinking.
http://www.FriendsOfTheMiddle.org
FriendsOfTheMiddle@hotmail.com
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